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Nepewisk Moonlight
The traditional Mi’kmaw calendar consists of 13 months, or
moons, each with a 28-day cycle. Each cycle starts with the
new moon, also known as the “Dark of the Moon,” with other
phases following until the next new moon. The traditional
Mi’kmaw calendar has 52 weeks a year, the same as the
Gregorian calendar (or the civil calendar in use in much of
the world today).

OCTOBER

This is the International Year of Light. Light comes to us in many ways, as sunlight, moonlight, fire, lightning, Northern Lights, and
even, fireflies. Light, and technology that uses light, have special places in the culture of the Mi’kmaq. The meanings and importance
of light are reflected in our oral histories and traditional knowledge.
The Mi’kmaq experience certain events and occurrences day-by-day, moon-by-moon, and year-by-year. Pattern recognition has
been at the heart of our life and culture for generations. Many of the most important patterns involve light, and these patterns have
become a part of our language, stories, and culture. To observe, memorize and compare is the key to unlocking pattern recognition.
Knowing where and when to be in particular places required this intimate knowledge and experience. We knew the patterns of light
and were always thinking ahead to the next event, cycle, or season.
We live in the most easterly region of North America, where the sun first hits the Atlantic coast. Mi’kma’ki was a part of Wabanaki.
The word Wapna’kikewaq translates to “People of the Dawn” or “People of the Early Morning Light.” Here we share traditional
knowledge and oral histories about light and life in Mi’kma’ki.

Wekateskl Northern Lights
Mi’kmaw legends say that the lights of the Aurora
Borealis, or Northern Lights, occur when the spirits of
our ancestors play lacrosse in Wa’so’q, or Heaven.

Wasoqowi’jk Fireflies
The Mi’kmaq use various indicators to note important events in cycles of life. One indicator is the
firefly. In spring, when the firefly comes out of hibernation (before leaves flush), it is time to harvest
the birchbark for its thick layer used for containers or larger objects such as canoes. Six weeks
later, when the fireflies begin to create light with their bodies (during mating and after leaves flush),
it is time to harvest the thin layers of birchbark used for smaller objects such as quillboxes or small
baskets.

Saqsikwemk Firelight
Peju is the Mi’kmaw word for cod. In Mi’kmaw,
peju means comes to the light. Traditionally,
the Mi’kmaq speared cod and other fish (such
as salmon and eels) at night by the light of fire.
Attracted to the light of the torch, cod would swim
toward the canoe or shoreline, where they could
Talking to the Moon
be speared.
Mi’kmaw ways of life used to follow the cycles
of the 13 annual moons,

each with 28 days. The moons represented events in the natural
world such as frogs croaking time, Sqoljuiku’s, or, rivers starting to
freeze time, Keptewiku’s. By observing, remembering, and comparing
transitions of growth and change the moons continue to help us to
mark and to appreciate the cycles of our years and lives.

Wasoqitesk Lightning
Lightning is a very powerful form of energy. Sometimes in nature trees are
struck by lightning. Such trees are called “Lightning Trees,” and the wood
that comes from them is the most desirable material to make Mi’kmaw
love flutes. The amount of heat and energy that travels through the tree
fuses the sap and the resins in the wood and crystallizes it, like glass
or ceramics. A flute made from this wood has a distinct and beautiful
sound. Lightning strikes leave scars in trees, which allow people to find
this special wood.
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Na’ku’setewik Sunlight
Sunrise and sunset ceremonies thank the Creator for the gifts of the day. Sunrise is a perfect time to track the sun moving back and forth across the horizon through the year. The sun does not rise between the same two trees each morning. In Mi’kma’ki, it rises a little more to the northeast
each day between late December and late June, and a little more to the southeast between late June and late December. The longest day is the summer solstice (this year June 21st) and the shortest day is the winter solstice (this year December 22nd). National Aboriginal Day is on June
21st to mark the turning point of the sun back to the southeast.
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